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Saul Meets Jesus (Acts 9)







          
Main Point: We are saved by God’s amazing grace.
Key Verse: Our Lord poured out more and more of His grace on me. Along with it came faith and love from Christ Jesus...Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. And I am the worst sinner of all. 

1 Timothy 1:14-15
Materials: one small piece of candy, a nickel, a car key; a house key (keep house key in your pocket!)

Hands on Application:

· Say: Lay candy, nickel, and car key on table. Call up three volunteers. Have each volunteer take one object and remain standing in front of the group. Say: Each object that was on the table belonged to me, but let’s say these guys/girls stole them. One stole my candy and ate it, one stole my nickel and spent it, and one stole my car and sold it. 
 Look at the one with the candy. Say: I forgive you for stealing my candy. You don’t owe me a thing. To the next volunteer, say: I forgive you for stealing my nickel. You don’t owe me a thing. I don’t even want you to feel bad about it. To the final volunteer, say: “I forgive you for stealing my car. You are free to go. You don’t owe me a thing.”
Group Discussion:

· Ask: Which person had stolen the most from me? The one who stole the car. I sincerely forgave each of them; none of them owes me a thing. Which one of them do you think will be the most grateful for my forgiveness? The one who stole the car. Say: I could have presented my case to a judge, and the judge would have ordered __________ to buy me a new car. But I don’t want what is legal. I want what is BETTER. I want to give him/her GRACE. In fact, because of grace, I am going to do even more. Not only do I forgive that he/she stole my car, I’m going to give him/her my house. Hand the person your house key. Thank your volunteers. 

· Ask: How is this example like Paul’s life? Listen for answers. Draw parallels to Paul’s life – what he deserved, punishment withheld, blessings poured out.
· Ask: How is this example like YOUR life? Listen for answers. To get the conversation started, feel free to tell your story – what you deserved, your punishment withheld, and God’s blessings bestowed.
· Have a volunteer read 1 Timothy 1:14-15.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Thank God for His amazing Grace! He took the punishment we earned, and poured out on us the blessings that only Jesus deserves. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
* Note to Leader: Please return items to bin (with exception of candy, if eaten) for the next group.
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